
  

How Faith Communities can Get Involved in
Closing the Healthcare Coverage Gap

 

Give a sermon about access to health care: Closing the coverage gap isn’t about just about

insurance, it’s about making sure that our neighbors are seen as equals, and making sure that

everyone has the ability to get the care that they need when they are sick. If you are a clergy

member, consider having a sermon about the importance of caring for our neighbors. 

Offer prayers for neighbors in the gap. Every Sunday, offer a prayer to those that are

suffering without access to health care coverage. This short, small action can make an

incredible difference in providing awareness that this problem exists. 

Lead a Bible Study about access to health care. There are many places in the Bible where

health care and caring for our neighbors are mentioned (see sample scripture on back page).

Consider leading a Bible study to talk about what God’s vision is for our health, and what that

means for our duties as Christians. 

Present at your Sunday School about Closing the Coverage Gap. Ask the leader of the

Sunday School if you can talk about what Close the Gap NC is, and why it is important for

people of faith. 

Pass out information on Closing the Coverage Gap to your congregation. See if you can

post it on a bulletin board, put something in the church program, or hand out information about

closing the coverage gap before or after church.

Host an event in the church. Whether it’s after the service on Sunday, on a Wednesday

night, or before a regularly scheduled event, host an event where you can talk to your

congregation about what "Close the Gap NC" means.

Host a gathering for members of the church. Ask members of your faith community to come

together for tea and coffee, and talk to them about closing the coverage gap. 

The possibilities for getting people involved are endless. The first step is education and

outreach – talk to people, ask them to pray for those in the gap, and then ask them to

take action.



Sample Scripture Related to Health Care Access

Genesis 1:26-28 Humans are created in God’s image and told to flourish

1 Kings 17:17-24 The widow’s son is raised

Psalm 46:10 Be still and know that I am God

Psalm 107:19-29 God brings healing and peace

Prov. 17:22 A joyful heart is good medicine

Jeremiah 30:17 God heals those who are outcast

Ezekiel 34:4 Israel’s leaders are condemned for not healing the sick

Micah 6:8 God wants us to do justice

Matthew 10:5-8 Jesus tells his disciples to heal the sick

Matthew 15:21-28 The Canaanite woman’s daughter is healed

Matthew 22:36-40 Love God, Love neighbor

Matthew 25:34-40 How we treat “the least” in the worlds' eyes is how we treat the Lord

Luke 7:18-23 Healing is the sign the Messiah has come

Luke 9:1-2 Jesus commands his disciples to heal the sick

Luke 10:29-37 The Good Samaritan helps heal someone he doesn’t have to

John 10:10 Jesus came that we might have life abundantly

Acts 3:1-10 Healing is more valuable than money

Romans 12:2 Do what is right not what is popular

Ephesians 2:10 God created us to do good

Revelations 21:4 Healing is God’s ultimate goal for creation



Factsheets and Advocacy Tools 

There is a wealth of data available showing the benefits of expanding access to 

 healthcare coverage in the state of North Carolina. Please use the following link to

explore the facstheets provided by the North Carolina Justice Center's Health Advocacy

Project exploring the different health policies that could affect our state's healthcare

systems:
 

https://www.ncjustice.org/projects/health-advocacy-project/overview/health-

advocacy-project-research-and-publications/

The North Carolina Justice Center also has a story collection sharing the voices of

North Carolinians who have been directly impacted by the coverage gap. Please use

the link below to hear from neighbors in our communities who have suffered or lost

loved ones because they are unable to access proper care.
 

https://www.ncjustice.org/projects/health-advocacy-project/community-

outreach/stories-of-nc/

The Council also developed a Legislative Advocacy Toolkit for people of faith with tips,

tools, and best practices for meeting with elected officials and advocating for topics you

feel passionately about. You can access this toolkit at the the link below:
 

https://www.ncchurches.org/take-action/grassroots-advocacy-toolkit/

And if you're posting on social media about closing the healthcare coverage gap, make

sure to use the following hashtags:

#ClosetheGapNC

#HealthCareCantWait

 

https://www.ncjustice.org/projects/health-advocacy-project/overview/health-advocacy-project-research-and-publications/
https://www.ncjustice.org/projects/health-advocacy-project/community-outreach/stories-of-nc/
https://www.ncchurches.org/take-action/grassroots-advocacy-toolkit/
https://www.ncjustice.org/projects/health-advocacy-project/community-outreach/stories-of-nc/


Talking Points  

Medicaid Expansion is the single most impactful policy tool facing North

Carolina.      

It would provide access to care for more than 500,000 North Carolinians with

this one policy change        

It would bring in more than 40,000 jobs to the state, reduce medical debt and

bankruptcy and get people the care they need·         

It would benefit people in every single legislative district to strengthen

communities, spur economic growth and help curb the opioid epidemic.

If you are interested in accessing more resources related to health
care access, please contact us at info@ncchurches.org or 919-828-

6501.

https://www.ncjustice.org/projects/health-advocacy-project/overview/health-advocacy-project-research-and-publications/

